
JANUARY 5, 2021 - EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

The Synaxis Psalm

Alleluia; alleluia:
The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’

Psalm 2:7

A READING FROM
THE LETTER OF THE APOSTLE PAUL

TO TITUS
2:11-15

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His 
own special people, zealous for good works. 

Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you.

The Synaxis Alleluia

Alleluia, alleluia:
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you.” 

Luke 1:35

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

2:1-12

About the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? 
For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So 
they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 

  ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 
  for out of you shall come a Ruler 
  who will shepherd My people Israel.’”  
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the 

star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young 
Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him 
also.” When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they 


