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They told Jesus, “Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see 
You,” but He answered, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of 
God and do it” (Luke 8:20-21).
God is trying to open our minds and hearts to the reality that we are more than 
physical flesh and blood; we are also water and spirit. We are not finite; we are 
eternal.
Our bodies age, decay, and pass away, but our spirits remain forever, and, when our 
bodies stop working, our spirits depart this place and go back to that place to await 
judgment.
God made us; he owns us. We are stewards of the vessels (bodies) into which he put 
us. He is our father, and we are siblings of one another. We are a great big extended 
family, the family of human beings.
The head of our family is God. He is our father, our teacher, our comforter. He loves 
us, asks us to love him, and to love one another—by knowing and doing his Word. ֍

«Անիկա աշխարհի գոյութենէն իսկ առաջ մեզ ընտրած էր՝ Քրիստոսի միջոցաւ 
իրեն պատկանելու համար, որպէս սուրբ եւ անարատ ժողովուրդ»։

—Սբ. Պօղոս Առաքեալ

Eighth Sunday of the Holy Cross
“He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.”

—St. Paul the Apostle
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A Reading from the Prophecy 
of Isaiah 22:15-24 (NKJV)

15 Thus says the Lord GOD of 
hosts: “Go, proceed to this steward, 
To Shebna, who is over the house, 
and say:

16 ‘What have you here, and whom 
have you here, That you have hewn 
a sepulcher here, As he who hews 
himself a sepulcher on high, Who 
carves a tomb for himself in a rock?

17 Indeed, the LORD will throw 
you away violently, O mighty man, 
And will surely seize you.

18 He will surely turn violently 
and toss you like a ball Into a large 
country; There you shall die, and 
there your glorious chariots Shall 
be the shame of your master’s 
house.

19 So I will drive you out of your 
office, And from your position he 
will pull you down.

20 ‘Then it shall be in that day, 
That I will call My servant Eliakim 
the son of Hilkiah;

21 I will clothe him with your robe 
And strengthen him with your belt; 
I will commit your responsibility 
into his hand. He shall be a father 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
And to the house of Judah.

22 The key of the house of David I 
will lay on his shoulder; So he shall 
open, and no one shall shut; And he 
shall shut, and no one shall open.

23 I will fasten him as a peg in a 
secure place, And he will become 
a glorious throne to his father’s 
house.

24 ‘They will hang on him all the 
glory of his father’s house, the 
offspring and the posterity, all 
vessels of small quantity, from the 
cups to all the pitchers. ֍

A Reading from the Epistle 
of Apostle Paul to the 

Ephesians 1:1-14 (NKJV)

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God, To the saints 
who are in Ephesus, and faithful in 
Christ Jesus:

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ,

4 just as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love,

5 having predestined us to adoption 
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of 
His will,

6 to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us 
accepted in the Beloved.

7 In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness 

The Breath of God (ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՇՈՒՆՉ)
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of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace

8 which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence,

9 having made known to us the 
mystery of His will, according 
to His good pleasure which He 
purposed in Himself,

10 that in the dispensation of the 
fullness of the times He might 
gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth—in Him.

11 In Him also we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestined 
according to the purpose of Him 
who works all things according to 
the counsel of His will,

12 that we who first trusted in 
Christ should be to the praise of 
His glory.

13 In Him you also trusted, after 
you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation; in whom 
also, having believed, you were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise,

14 who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory. ֍

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Clap for joy, all you Gentiles! 
Cry out to God for joy!

Stand up in the fear of 
God, and let us listen to the 

Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according 
to Luke 8:17-21 (NKJV)

17 “For nothing is secret that will 
not be revealed, nor anything 
hidden that will not be known and 
come to light.

18 “Therefore take heed how you 
hear. For whoever has, to him more 
will be given; and whoever does not 
have, even what he seems to have 
will be taken from him.”

19 Then His mother and brothers 
came to Him, and could not 
approach Him because of the 
crowd.

20 And it was told Him by some, 
who said, “Your mother and Your 
brothers are standing outside, 
desiring to see You.”

21 But He answered and said to 
them, “My mother and My brothers 
are these who hear the word of God 
and do it.” ֍
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Der Voghormia (Տէր Ողորմեա)

1. Faiza Rizk
2. John Seretny, Sr.
3. May Shaaban
4. Elijah Johnson

Hokehankist (Հոգեհանգիստ)

1. Mary Najarian
(1923 – Oct 31, 2011)

Requested by sister-in-law Anna, 
nephew Charles, and nieces Megan, 

and Maeve Tufankjian
2. Mae Demetriou

(Aug 22, 1929 – Oct 31, 1998)
Requested by the Dodakian Family

Feast of Holy Apostles Andrew and Philip

In addition to our regular Sunday Badarak, we 
will celebrate Badarak 10 AM, Sat, Nov 13, on 
the Feast the Holy Apostles Andrew and Philip. 
All Armenian Apostolic pastors and parishioners 
are cordially invited to attend and to share in this 
Badarak.

October – November

30 Sat. John Chrysostom
31 Sun. Eighth Sunday after Holy Cross
1 Mon. Stephen, Bishop of Rome and the 

priests, deacons, and many faithful
2 Tue. Akepsimas, Joseph, Ayethalas, and Plato
3 Wed. Fast
4 Thu. Metrophanes, Alexander, Paul, 

Marcian, and Martyrius
5 Fri. Fast
6 Sat. Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michael 

and all the heavenly Angels
7 Sun. Ninth Sunday after Holy Cross

Weekly Services

Sun 9:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morning Praise
Sun 10:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . Divine Liturgy
Wed 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise
Sat 10am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midday Praise
Sat 10:30am. . . . . . . . . .Christian Teaching
Sat 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise

Details: https://armenianprayer.com

Meet Der Hayr

Der Hayr is available (gratis) for con fession, 
counsel, visitation, house blessing, talking, etc.

Celebrate Family Fellowship

St. Stephen’s Mini Apple Festival. Today after 
Badarak. Apple tastings, cheese pairings, hot-
dogs and brats, fresh homemade apple crisp (à la 
mode), games and treats for kids.

Thank you Susan, Pamela, Gabrielle, Danielle!

Altar Flowers

Those interested in helping to provide altar 
flowers, please contact Gail Varjabedian.

St. John Chrysostom

St. John Chrysostom (“Golden-Mouth”) 
(347-407)

One of the brightest stars of the Universal Church, 
the blessed holy father St. John Chrysostom, 
was born in Antioch to a noble family. He was of 
Assyrian descent, the son of pious parents.

St. John was educated in Athens, and displayed 
amazing natural abilities. From a young age he 
dreamed of being completely devoted to God, 
living a hermit life. Heeding his mother’s pleas, 
he did not leave home, but he lived like a hermit 
there, spending his days in abstinence, prayer, 
and Bible reading.

After the death of his mother, St. John isolated 
himself in the desert of Antioch during 374-380. 
He succumbed to unprecedented trials. As it 
turned out, through God’s providence, he became 
seriously ill and was thus forced to leave the 
desert and return home, where in 380 he was 
ordained a deacon, 6 years later a priest, and, in 
398, he was ordained Patriarch of Constantinople.

During his patriarchal years, St. John converted 
many wanderers and sectarians. As an impartial 
pastor, a zealous soldier of Christ, he replaced 
unworthy clergy with worthy ones. For this reason 
he gained many enemies, who, with fabrications 
and slanders, were able to turn the king and queen 
against the saint. As a result, St. John was exiled 
to Bhutan. That deportation, however, lasted only 
a few days. At the urging of the people, the king 
summoned him to Constantinople, where about 
60 bishops convened a meeting and confirmed 
his innocence. However, less than two months 
later, the unquenchable enmity against St. John 
prevailed, and he was arrested and exiled again.

The Holy Patriarch happily embraced exile, for, 
wherever he went, he constantly preached the 
word of God. However, before reaching the place 
of exile, he died, surrendering his soul to God with 
ease and peace.

St. John left many sermons, Bible commentaries, 
prayers, and hymns to future generations, and, 
because of the incomparable insight of his wisdom 
and beauty of his language, he was called the 
“Golden Mouth.” ֍

October 31, 2021
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