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The Search for the Cross

The Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross is one 
of the four feasts dedicated to Christ’s Holy Cross. 
In 327 AD Helen, the Mother of Byzantine King 
Constantine, visited Jerusalem with the aim to 
search for the Holy Cross of the Lord. A Jew, Judas, 
helped the King’s mother to search for the site where 
Christ was crucified, Golgotha. The result of these 
searches was that the wooden cross of Christ was 
found as well as the two crosses of the two criminals 
crucified together with him. The remains of a young 

man were put on the found crosses one by one. On one of the crosses 
the young man rose to life, and thus was the Lord’s Cross identified. 
After that miracle Judas converted to Christianity and later became 
the Bishop Cyril (Giuregh) of Jerusalem. After the discovery of the 
Holy Cross, Helen renovated the Holy Places of Jerusalem and built 
the Church of Holy Resurrection at Golgotha, where later the Lord’s 
cross was installed. The Armenian Apostolic Church celebrates the 
Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross on the seventh week after 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the crowning week (jubilee) of this 
seven-week period of cross feasts in the Armenian Church. ֍

«Եթէ կուզենք որ Աստուծոյ թագաւորութիւնը շուտով հաստատուի երկրի 
վրայ, լաւագոյն միջոցն է, հրամայական պայմանն է, գործադրել այն արդար 

սկզբունքները որոնց քարոզիչը եղաւ Քրիստոս, եւ իր արիւնով հաստատապէս 
դրոշմեց հրովարտակը ազատութեան, ամէնուն համար։»

—Նորայր Արք. Պողարեան

Discovery of the Holy Cross
“If we want the kingdom of God to be established on earth 
soon, the best way, the only way, is to apply the righteous 

principles which Christ preached, and with his blood 
firmly sealed the proclamation of liberty for all.”

—Archbishop Norayr Bogharian
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A Reading from the Wisdom 
of Solomon 14:1-8 (NRSV)

1 Again, one preparing to sail 
and about to voyage over raging 
waves calls upon a piece of wood 
more fragile than the ship that 
carries him.

2 For it was desire for gain that 
planned that vessel, and wisdom 
was the artisan who built it;

3 but it is your providence, O 
Father, that steers its course, 
because you have given it a path 
in the sea, and a safe way through 
the waves,

4 showing that you can save 
from every danger, so that even 
a person who lacks skill may put 
to sea.

5 It is your will that works of your 
wisdom should not be without 
effect; therefore people trust their 
lives even to the smallest piece of 
wood, and passing through the 
billows on a raft they come safely 
to land.

6 For even in the beginning, when 
arrogant giants were perishing, 
the hope of the world took refuge 
on a raft, and guided by your 
hand left to the world the seed of 
a new generation.

7 For blessed is the wood by 
which righteousness comes.

8 But the idol made with hands 
is accursed, and so is the one who 

made it— he for having made it, 
and the perishable thing because 
it was named a god. ֍

A Reading from the Prophecy 
of Isaiah 33:22-34:1 (NKJV)

22 (For the LORD is our Judge,

The LORD is our Lawgiver,

The LORD is our King;

He will save us);

23 Your tackle is loosed,

They could not strengthen their 
mast,

They could not spread the sail.

Then the prey of great plunder is 
divided;

The lame take the prey.

24 And the inhabitant will not 
say, “I am sick”;

The people who dwell in it will be 
forgiven their iniquity.

1 Come near, you nations, to 
hear; 

And heed, you people!

Let the earth hear, and all that 
is in it,

The world and all things that 
come forth from it. ֍

A Reading from the First 
Epistle of St. Paul the 

Apostle to the Corinthians 
1:18-24 (NKJV)

18 For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are 

The Breath of God (ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՇՈՒՆՉ)



3

ՍՈՒՐԲ ՍՏԵՓԱՆՈՍ ՀԱՅԱՍՏԱՆԵԱՅՑ ԱՌԱՔԷԼԱԿԱՆ ԵԿԵՂԵՑԻ ՆԻՒ ՊՐԻԹԷՆ, ՔԷՆԷԹԻՔԷԹ, ԱՄՆ

perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.

19 For it is written: “I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, And bring 
to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent.”

20 Where is the wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the disputer 
of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world through wisdom 
did not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those 
who believe.

22 For Jews request a sign, and 
Greeks seek after wisdom;

23 but we preach Christ crucified, 
to the Jews a stumbling block 
and to the Greeks foolishness,

24 but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of 
God. ֍

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Give strength to your servant, 
save the son of your handmaid, 
and show me a good ♰ sign. ֍

Stand up in the fear of 
God, and let us listen to 
the Holy Gospel of Jesus 
Christ according to St. 

Matthew 24:27-36 (NKJV) 

27 “For as the lightning comes 
from the east and flashes to the 
west, so also will the coming of 
the Son of Man be.

28 “For wherever the carcass is, 
there the eagles will be gathered 
together.

29 “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light; the stars 
will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.

30 “Then the ♰ Sign of the Son of 
Man will appear in heaven, and 
then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great 
glory.

31 “And He will send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they will gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other.

32 “Now learn this parable from 
the fig tree: When its branch 
has already become tender and 
puts forth leaves, you know that 
summer is near.

33 “So you also, when you see 
all these things, know that it is 
near—at the doors!

34 “Assuredly, I say to you, this 
generation will by no means pass 
away till all these things take 
place.

35 “Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but My words will by no 
means pass away.

36 “But of that day and hour no 
one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only. ֍



4

St. Stephen’s Armenian Church New Britain, Connecticut

Der Voghormia (Տէր Ողորմեա)

1. Faiza Rizk
2. John Seretny, Sr.
3. May Shaaban

Hokehankist (Հոգեհանգիստ)

1. Garabed Darakjian
(Jan 2, 1936 – Oct 15, 2014)

on the occasion of the 7th 
year of his departure

2. George Shamassian
(Dec 19, 1944 – Jul 18, 2021)

Requested by Marta Darakjian (wife and 
sister), Leon Darakjian (brother), the 

Darakjian Family, the Daniel Zaborowski 
family, and the Robert Wells family

3. Margaret Rustigian Zartarian
(May 1, 1913 – Oct 25, 2003) (Mother) 

on the occasion of her 18th anniversary
4. Robert Mgerditch Rustigian

 (Jun 4, 1923 – Nov 5, 2014) (Uncle) 
on the occasion of his seventh anniversary

Requested by Roy, Anne, & 
Charlene Zartarian

5. Randy Tadros
(Dec 17. 1977 – Oct 20, 2021)
Survived by wife Jocelyn and 

children Jonathan and Gabriella

October

23 Sat. The 12 Doctors of the Church
24 Sun. Seventh Sunday after Holy 

Cross ~ Discovery of Holy Cross
25 Mon. Anastasius, Varus, Theodota
26 Tue. Hipparchus and Companions
27 Wed. Fast
28 Thu. Severianus of Sebastia
29 Fri. Fast
30 Sat. John Chrysostom
31 Sun. Eighth Sunday after Holy Cross

Meet Der Hayr

Der Hayr is available (gratis) for con fession, 
counsel, visitation, and house blessing.

Altar Flowers

Those interested in helping to provide altar 
flowers, please contact Gail Varjabedian.

Weekly Services

Sun 9:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morning Praise
Sun 10:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . Divine Liturgy
Wed 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise
Sat 10am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midday Praise
Sat 10:30am. . . . . . . . . .Christian Teaching
Sat 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise

Details at:
https://armenianprayer.com

Badarak on Sat, Nov 13

In addition to our regular Sunday Badarak, 
we will celebrate Badarak 10 AM, Sat, 
Nov 13, on the Feast of St. Andrew.

Deacons from Holy Ascension 
will be serving.

Soup Kitchen

Join Der Voski, Der Haroutiun, and Der 
Garabed in feeding the poor and serving 
Christ, Tue, Oct 26, 11 AM – 1:30 PM, at 
House of Hope, 27 Chestnut St, Hartford, 
CT. Meet at Holy Resurrection at 10 
AM. Thank you Der Voski for organizing.

Register at: 
https://sgarmenianchurch.org/soupkitchen

Armenian Memory Project

The UConn Armenian Memory Project is 
a fascinating repository of family stories 
about recent Armenian history.

Details at:
armenia.uconn.edu/armenian-memory-project

Feasts of the Church Fathers

This past Saturday, we celebrated the Feast 
of The 12 Doctors of the Church. Among 
these doctors was Epiphanius (315-403). 
As a result of his insight, the Armenian 
Creed differs from that of the other apostolic 
churches. In our Creed we explicitly confess 
that Jesus “took Body, Mind, and Spirit, 
truly and not in semblance,” from St. Mary. 
Sometimes people think Jesus was just a 
human body, with a divine spirit. However, 
according to our “Epiphanian” Creed, Jesus 
is fully man and fully God. He is Divine 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, united with 
human body, mind, and spirit. The Catholic 
and Orthodox Churches believe this too, 
even though it is not explicit in their Creed. 
Thanks to Epiphanius, it is in our Creed, 
and we say it explicitly in every Badarak. ֍
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