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A large cross should be placed on a tray, 
with sweet basil laid out around the 
surface of the tray and a bowl of rose 
water in front of the cross.

Sharagan Kim-TsaSharagan Kim-Tsa
Who caused to shine upon us the great 
light of your cross—the sign of victory, 
King of Eternity, and gave us a rampart 
of surety for your faithful, a strong pillar 
in the face of the enemy; we beseech you, 
Lord, protect us under the shadow of 
your Holy Cross.
The living icon of your undefiled mother, 
we shall cast before your benevolent 
Lordship, when you will come with the 
glory of the Father to judge the enemy 
of your cross; pardon our transgressions 
through the intercession of your Holy 
Virgin Mother; we beseech you, Lord, 
protect us under the shadow of your 
Holy Cross. ֍
And again for peace we beseech the 
Lord; accept, save and have mercy on us.
♰ Blessing and glory to the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 
always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Psalm 98Psalm 98
Extol the LORD our God; worship at his 
footstool. Holy is he!

O sing to the LORD a new song, for he 
has done marvelous things. His right 
hand and his holy arm have gotten him 
victory.
The LORD has made known his victory; 
he has revealed his vindication in the 
sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love 
and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the 
victory of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the 
earth; break forth into joyous song and 
sing praises. He will judge the world 
with righteousness, and the peoples with 
equity.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and 
to the Holy Spirit.
Now and always and unto the ages of 
ages. Amen. ֍

A Reading from the first letter of St. A Reading from the first letter of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians (1:18-24)Paul to the Corinthians (1:18-24)

18 For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.
19 For it is written: “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing 
the understanding of the prudent.”
20 Where is the wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world?

Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Procession of the Holy Cross
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21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world through wisdom did not know God, 
it pleased God through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who 
believe.
22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks 
seek after wisdom;
23 but we preach Christ crucified, to 
the Jews a stumbling block and to the 
Greeks foolishness,
24 but to those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. ֍

Alleluia PsalmAlleluia Psalm
Alleluia, Alleluia. Let the light of your 
face shine on us, O LORD! and put 
gladness in our hearts.

Gospel according to John (12.23-33)Gospel according to John (12.23-33)
Alleluia. Rise.
♰ Peace be unto all.
And with your spirit.
In awe let us listen
To the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ 
according to St. John (12:23-33).
Glory to you Lord, our God.
Be attentive.
God speaks.
Our Lord Jesus Christ says:
23 But Jesus answered them, saying, 
“The hour has come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified.
24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the ground and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
produces much grain.
25 “He who loves his life will lose it, and 
he who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.
26 “If anyone serves Me, let him follow 
Me; and where I am, there My servant 
will be also. If anyone serves Me, him 
My Father will honor.

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what 
shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I came to this 
hour.
28 “Father, glorify Your name.” Then a 
voice came from heaven, saying, “I have 
both glorified it and will glorify it again.”
29 Therefore the people who stood by 
and heard it said that it had thundered. 
Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
Him.”
30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice 
did not come because of Me, but for your 
sake.
31 “Now is the judgment of this world; 
now the ruler of this world will be cast 
out.
32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”
33 This He said, signifying by what 
death He would die. ֍

♰ ♰ 
In the name ...In the name ...

Taking the tray they align at the western 
end of the church (facing east) while 
they sing the proper Trisagion (special 
melody), followed by the hymn.
♰ Holy God, holy and almighty, holy 
and immortal; who were crucified for us, 
have mercy on us.

Hymn Kim-GenHymn Kim-Gen
Today the apparition of the great 
beaming sign of the Lord our God 
shimmers over the encaenia at 
Jerusalem; all peoples, blessing Christ 
celebrate with joy.
For flashes of the life giving Holy 
Cross like the shining of the sun have 
appeared from the east in transcendent 
light; all peoples, blessing Christ 
celebrate with joy.
And beaming down from heaven, by a 
wondrous miracle the dominical symbol 
was revealed unto holy Golgotha; all 
peoples, blessing Christ celebrate with 
joy. ֍
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ProclamationProclamation
For our Patriarch, Lord Lord Aram most 
holy Catholicos, and for all Orthodox 
bishops, priests and deacons, and for all 
the avowed servants of the Church we 
beseech the Lord.

PrayerPrayer
Lord have mercy. (Forty times)

♰ May the Eastern ends of this world 
be blessed, protected and providentially 
guarded, and the Patriarchate and 
Republic of Armenia, and all orthodox 
bishops and priests, with the deacons 
and acolytes, and all our people, men 
and women, old and young, gathered in 
this Holy Church; and our city and state, 
and all those Orthodox faithful who 
dwell in them;
by the sign of this Holy Cross and by the 
Holy Gospel and by the grace of this day. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and always 
and forever and ever.
Amen. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. ֍

♰ ♰ 
... of the Father ...... of the Father ...

They assemble at the eastern end of the 
church (facing west).
♰ Holy God, holy and almighty, holy 
and immortal; who were crucified for us, 
have mercy on us.

Hymn Ayp-TsaHymn Ayp-Tsa
You who on the cross outstretched your 
immaculate forearms, O Christ God, and 
gave to us the sign of victory; by it guard 
our life.
You who by the salvific outstretching of 
those forearms, O Christ God, gave to us 
the staff of might; by it guard our life.
You who revived the one mortalized by 
tasting of the transgressive tree, by the 
Tree of Life; by it guard our life. ֍

ProclamationProclamation
For the peace of the whole world, and 
of pious Christian rulers, and of all the 
faithful in Christ from among their 
people, we beseech the Lord.

PrayerPrayer
Lord have mercy. (Forty times)

♰ May the Western ends of this world 
be blessed, protected and providentially 
guarded, and the leadership, land and 
peoples of Christendom;
by the sign of this ♰ Holy Cross and by 
the Holy Gospel and by the grace of this 
day. In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and 
always and forever and ever.
Amen. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. ֍

♰ ♰ 
... and of the Son ...... and of the Son ...

They move toward the northern end 
(facing south).
♰ Holy God, holy and almighty, holy 
and immortal; who were crucified for us, 
have mercy on us.

Hymn Kim-TsaHymn Kim-Tsa
Tree of Life, which instead of the 
perilous fruit brought forth Christ, keep 
fortified the torrents of your faithful.
By you the way to the tree of life was 
opened from the Seraphaic protection; 
keep fortified...
By you the forefather was liberated from 
the tasting of the fruit, and to you all 
your faithful bow down; keep fortified 
the torrents of your faithful. ֍

ProclamationProclamation
For the fields of this land, for vineyards 
and other fruit bearing crops we beseech 
the Lord.
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PrayerPrayer
Lord have mercy. (Forty times)

♰ May the Southern ends of this world 
be blessed, protected and providentially 
guarded, and the lands, the fields, 
the vineyards and their abundance, 
that they be spared from all damaging 
occurrences and remain fruitful;
by the sign of this ♰ Holy Cross and by 
the Holy Gospel and by the grace of this 
day. In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and 
always and forever and ever.
Amen. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. ֍

♰ ♰ 
... and of the Holy Spirit ...... and of the Holy Spirit ...

They assemble at the southern end 
(facing north).
♰ Holy God, holy and almighty, holy 
and immortal; who were crucified for us, 
have mercy on us.

Hymn Pen-GenHymn Pen-Gen
The life giving cross, which has become 
salvation for us; through it we all praise 
you.
Who from the Father of Light is a Light 
shining upon the earth, and a staff of 
might for your faithful; through it we all 
praise you.
Who in a radiant dawning were 
revealed to us miraculously for our aid 
against the enemy; through it we all 
praise you. ֍

ProclamationProclamation
For our monasteries, hermitages and 
churches we beseech the Lord.

PrayerPrayer
Lord have mercy. (Forty times)

♰ May the Northern ends of this world 
be blessed, protected and providentially 
guarded, and monasteries, hermitages 
and churches of the Armenias, along 
with their clergy and laity, that they 
remain in fortitude, in good order and in 
peace;
by the sign of this ♰ Holy Cross and by 
the Holy Gospel and by the grace of this 
day. In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and 
always and forever and ever.
Amen.
♰ Blessing and glory to the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 
always and unto the ages of ages.
Amen. ֍

♰♰
... Amen ... Amen 

ProclamationProclamation
By this ♰ Holy Cross we beseech the 
Lord, that through it he would save us 
from sin and sustain us by his goodness; 
Almighty Lord our God, save and have 
mercy.

PrayerPrayer
Keep us in peace, Christ our God, 
under the protection of your ♰ Holy and 
venerable Cross. Save us from visible 
and invisible enemies. Make us worthy 
to thankfully glorify you with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, now and always and 
unto ages of ages. Amen. ֍
♰ Blessed be our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
♰ For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.


